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IT"STHAT TIME OF Y EAR whenwekeep exclaiming
how quickly it'spassed —ever aware, of course, that it's
goneasquickly asal othersinhistory (except leap years
of course). Still, 2003 hasbeen ayear of some progress
ontheWai utafront and wasnot allowed to dip by without
agrest get-together —aswe' re about to tell you.

November Get-together
Our big day out at Waiutadrew somewhere between 40
and 50 people from as

far avay asChristichurch.

(They were moving
around so quickly,
chatting and looking,
nobody managed an
accurate count.) Wedid

get amost everyoneto

the lodge for the
November meeting
where several issues
werediscussed.

Chch Gathering

Thesuccessful gathering
at Christchurchin 2001
has been recalled so
fondly so often, we've
decided it’'s time for
another one. It's
scheduled for late
February 2004 — ring
AlvaMorgan (néeBaran)

of date, time, place and
what to bring.

Centennial Celebrations

The matter of how Waiuta's centennial should be
celebrated was discussed thoroughly. It wasagreed there
should be an event on Saturday 6" November 2005 (the
weekend nearest the Birthday Reef discovery date, which
wasthe 9") and it was suggested thiscould set off aweek-
long festival at Reefton. That'sto be confirmed, but you

An event yearsago for kidsincluding Betty Ward (back,
middle), Ray Ward (back, right) and L eo Beard (front
on 322 7326 (that's a |eft). Can anyone help with the other s? Venue seemsto
Chchnumber) for details  he ar ound the Rec with Bottom Road in thebackground.

canjust about mark that 6" November datein your 2005
diary (you' Il have one soon enough). It'sal so suggested
that we seek L otto funding for thefirst time.

Pro Reopening

Meanwhile, TasHogg'sprediction of nearly 50 yearsago,
that the Blackwater Mine*“will oneday liveagain” looks
closer to fruition than ever before. GRD Macraes
Environmental and Sustainable Devel opment Manager,
Mark Cadzow, says
applications for the
necessary resource
consent and access
arrangements to
redevelop theminewill
be lodged before
Christmas. Once
approvals have been
received, GRD Macraes
intend to begin by
refurbishing the
Prohibition mineshaft
(which we all know is
New Zealand’s deepest
at 879 metres or 2,881
feet). Dewatering the
shaft and workingswill
take approximately 6
months, followed by
development drilling and
miningtoegtablishtheore
body. The congtruction of
a3.2kilometre (2 mile)
decline tunnel from the
Snowy River valley to meet the bottom of the shaft will
incorporate two vertical air ventsen route and take 12
monthsto construct.

Mined orewill betaken to the surface viathe decline,
Mark says, and taken by road to GRD Macraes
proposed GlobeHill plant for initial processing. “Our
objectiveisto devel op both the Globe Progress mine
and Blackwater minetogether and utilisethe synergiesof




Aswe ve mentioned befor e, thelodge hasa new section of verandah,
seen hereat left. It proved popular at the November get-together, but
peoplewer e having such agood time, nobody thought to takea pic of the

assembled multitudeoniit.

processing theoreat oneprocessplant.” Friendsof Waiuta
have already had discussions with Mark and others
involvedinthe Blackwater Mineproject andlook forward
to further news. We're also interested to hear what
membersthink —wea ready know of afew who arehoping
they’ll get thechanceto stand at No. 17 levdl......

Winder Gone

Our newest vice-president, Bede Cordes, set off to
Austrdiarecently in search of an old Waiutaidentity and
oneof the Blackwater Mine'sfinest piecesof machinery.
Unfortunatdly the Prohibition dectricwindingengine, last
heard of asastandby plant & Mt Isa, hasgoneand nobody
seemsto know where. Just aswell GRD Macraeswon't
beneedingit.

Alf Going Strong

Onthe plusside, during histrip Bede had the thrill of
meeting Alf Saunders and finding out about the Waiuta
workings from one who knew them in detail. Glad to
report that Alf’ s still doing well, wishes hismany NZ
friendsdl thebest andislooking forward to our centennid.

Number Plate Frames

Another Bede project, these bear the words: * Waiuta
1906-1951, West Coast Gold Town’, and are already
to be seen onanincreasing number of vehiclesfar beyond
the Blackwater turn-off. (They’ rea soturning atidy wee
profit to Friends of Waiuta.) Just send $12 per set to

Bede Cordes, 1/102 Woodham
Rd, Christchurch 6, andthey’ll be
delivered free of charge. But be
quick as we're sure GRD
Macraeswill be buying themup
soonfor their Reefton-based fleet.

Next Meeting

Thursday, 1t April 2004 at
7.30pm in the Reefton Visitor
Centre, entry from The Strand. All
memberswel come. Remember to
sendyour $10 subiif you haven't
yet—orif you' veforgottenwhether
or not you'vepaid, we'll dways
accept another! Our address as
aways, PO Box 83 Reefton.
Hopeto seeyouin February and/
or May, meanwhile compliments
of the season to all Friends of
Waiuta

Welost oneof our oldest memberswith thedeath
of Viola (*Vi’) Thorn at Reefton in December, not
long after thebirth of her newest great grandchild.
Born at Greymouth in 1910, Vi grew up in
Blackball, married Fred Thorn and moved toWaiuta
where their daughter (now Friends of Waiuta
president Frances Hunter) was born. Following
Fred’ssudden death, Vi and Francesremained in
Waiutauntil it

closed, then

went to Reef-

ton. They were

a great team,

never more so

than in the

movie ‘The

Ghost Town

Ball’ that

showed them

strolling

around Waiuta

and reminisc-

ing on their

‘home’ town.

Our sincere

sympathies to

Frances and

her family.




